
We’ll help  
you do 

the math 
Financial Aid & Scholarships made simple



A KU education is a great value.
We offer millions of dollars in renewable 

scholarships and grants. 

Our freshman tuition compact guarantees you’ll pay  
the same rate for four years. We provide financial  

aid and scholarship counseling.
We’re here to help.

affordability.ku.edu
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▼

3,018 Student jobs
on the Lawrence campus 

(excluding graduate 
teaching and research jobs)

▼

$216 million 
 annually in financial aid  

for all KU students
 

▼

$45 million  
annually in scholarships  

and grants  
for undergraduates

5 definitions  you need to know 
 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
The form you must fill out and file to be considered 
for federal aid and some state and university aid. The 
FAFSA requires information from your tax return. We 
encourage all students to file the FAFSA. Don’t forget: 
To be considered for the most aid, file by March 1.
fafsa.gov
 
Grants
Based on financial need. Do not need to be repaid. To be 
eligible for federal grants, you must file the FAFSA. 
grants.ku.edu 
 
Scholarships
Do not need to be repaid. Many KU scholarships 
don’t require the FAFSA, but you must complete your 
admission application by Nov. 1 to be considered for 
scholarships. scholarships.ku.edu
 
Federal Work-Study positions
Part-time jobs on campus for students with financial 
need. To be eligible, you must file the FAFSA. KU also 
has many part-time student jobs that don’t require 
Federal Work-Study eligibility. 
jobs.ku.edu
 
Loans
Must be repaid, with interest. Many educational 
loans carry a low interest rate. The Federal Stafford 
Subsidized Loan, Federal Stafford Unsubsidized Loan, 
and Federal Perkins Loan require filing the FAFSA to 
determine your eligibility.
loans.ku.edu 

What’s the KU tuition compact?
 
If you’re a new freshman, you’re automatically 
included in our Four-year Tuition Compact. You’ll 
never see a tuition increase during the four years it 
takes to earn a bachelor’s degree. 

▼

64%  
of undergraduates  

receive some type of  
financial aid
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Financial
Aid

There are four  
basic sources:  

grants, scholarships,  
part-time jobs, and loans.

To be eligible for many of these funds, you need to file the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 

Financial Aid  
& Scholarships
affordability.ku.edu



may 
▼

May 1: Final deadline  
to pay the new  

student fee.

January
▼

Jan. 1: FAFSA available.

fafsa.gov

THIS IS IMPORTANT
To receive the most aid, meet the deadline for KU admission 
and the priority date for filing the FAFSA. Keep this in mind: 
Federal, state, and university funds may be limited. 

Also, when you complete your admission application by the 
Nov. 1 deadline, you’ll be considered for every KU scholarship 
for which you’re eligible.

March  
▼

March 1: Priority date  
to file the FAFSA. 

File earlier if you can.
(You may still file the FAFS 
A after March 1, but your 

application will be late and  
your award may be smaller.)

September
▼

Apply early for admission.  
You’ll be considered for  

scholarships, too.

admissions.ku.edu/apply

November
▼

Nov. 1: 
To be considered for 
scholarships, submit 

a complete admission 
sapplication by this deadline.

Time line

Make this a priority. 
a look at deadlines.
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Sample financial aid and scholarship packages

Kansas resident

Alex (filing on time)

Filed FAFSA by March 1 priority date 
Completed admission application by  
Nov. 1 deadline 

Estimated cost for tuition, fees,  
room and board, and books: $17,508 
Expected family contribution: $1,000* 

$4,600 Federal Pell Grant
$1,000 Rock Chalk Scholarship  
(minimum 25 ACT/3.5 high school GPA) 

$950 Kansas Comprehensive Grant
$2,672 KU Pell Advantage  
(for Pell-eligible Kansans with minimum  
22 ACT/3.25 high school GPA) 

$4,500 Federal Work-Study    
$3,786 Federal Stafford Loan
$17,508 Total financial aid and scholarship package
 

Alex (filing late)  
Filed FAFSA after March 1 priority date
Didn’t complete admission application  
by Nov. 1 deadline 

Estimated cost for tuition, fees,  
room and board, and books: $17,508 
Expected family contribution: $1,000*

$4,600 Federal Pell Grant
$0 Scholarships 
$0 Federal Work-Study  
$5,500 Federal Stafford Loan
$7,408 Federal Parent Loan (PLUS)     
$17,508 Total financial aid and scholarship package

Estimated costs are based on 2011-12 rates. 
Financial aid is subject to change based on state, federal, and university allocations.

*Your expected family contribution is determined by the FAFSA.

					     Kansas residents
		

Freshman 4-year tuition compact		  $8,364		

Required campus fees			   $858		

Room and board				   $7,436			 

Books					     $850

Estimated total				   $17,508

Estimated cost of tuition, fees, books, & housing  
for Kansas freshmen, 2011-12*

*Estimated cost includes allowances for tuition and fees (based 
on 30 hrs. each academic year in the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences), room and board, and books. 

▼

$3,786 
student loans

▼

$7,408  
parent PLUS loan

$13,722 
scholarships,  
work-study, 
grants

▼

$4,600 
grants only

▼

$5,500 
student loans

▼
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ELIGIBILITY

To get the best possible 
aid package, meet  

the deadlines.  

Your aid package may look different than these examples;  
we’ll work with you to get the largest aid package possible.

Financial Aid  
& Scholarships
affordability.ku.edu



Sample financial aid and scholarship packages

Nonresident 

Estimated costs are based on 2011-12 rates. 
Financial aid is subject to change based on state, federal, and university allocations.

*Your expected family contribution is determined by the FAFSA.
**Partial tuition waiver.

Pat (filing late)

Filed FAFSA after March 1 priority date 
Didn’t complete admission application  
by Nov. 1 deadline 

Estimated cost for tuition, fees,  
room and board, and books: $30,894 
Expected family contribution: $13,000*

$0 Scholarships
$5,500 Federal Stafford Loan				  
$25,394 Federal Parent Loan (PLUS)
$30,894 Total financial aid and scholarship package		
			 

Pat (filing on time)

Filed FAFSA by March 1 priority date 
Completed admission application by  
Nov. 1 deadline 

Estimated cost for tuition, fees,  
room and board, and books: $30,894 
Expected family contribution: $13,000*

$9,300 KU Excellence Scholarship 
(minimum 28 ACT and 3.5 high school GPA)**

$5,500 Federal Stafford Loan			 
$16,094 Federal Parent Loan (PLUS)
$30,894 Total financial aid and scholarship package

					     Nonresidents
		

Freshman 4-year tuition compact		  $21,750		

Required campus fees			   $858		

Room and board				   $7,436			 

Books					     $850			 

Estimated total				   $30,894

Estimated cost of tuition, fees, books & housing  
for nonresident freshmen, 2011-12*

*Estimated cost includes allowances for tuition and fees (based on 30 hrs. each academic 
year in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences), room and board, and books. 

▼

$9,300  
scholarships

$5,500 
student loans

▼

$16,094  
parent PLUS loan

▼

▼

$5,500 
student loans

$25,394  
parent PLUS 
loan

▼
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Scholarship Test Score + GPA Amount Annual Renewal 
Criteria

National Merit Finalist, 
National Achievement 
Finalist, National 
Hispanic Scholar

Must select KU as No. 1 
college choice with National 
Merit Scholarship Corp.

$40,000
($10,000 per year)

30 KU hours  
+ 3.4 GPA

Chancellor 32 ACT/1400 SAT
3.85 GPA/4.0 scale

$20,000
($5,000 per year)

30 KU hours 
+ 3.4 GPA

Traditions 31 ACT/1360 SAT
3.75 GPA/4.0 scale

$16,000
($4,000 per year)

30 KU hours 
+ 3.4 GPA

Crimson & Blue 28 ACT/1250 SAT
3.5 GPA/4.0 scale

$8,000
($2,000 per year)

30 KU hours 
+ 3.4 GPA

Rock Chalk 25 ACT/1130 SAT
3.5 GPA/4.0 scale

$4,000
(1,000 per year)

30 KU hours 
+ 3.4 GPA

Jayhawk 24 ACT/1090 SAT
3.75 GPA/4.0 scale

$4,000
(1,000 per year)

30 KU hours 
+ 3.4 GPA

KU Pell  
Advantage*

22 ACT/1020 SAT
3.25 GPA/4.0 scale

Combination of 
scholarships & 
grants to fund 
tuition & fees

24 KU hours  
+ 2.5 GPA

Scholarship Test Score + GPA Amount Annual Renewal 
Criteria

National Merit Finalist, 
National Achievement 
Finalist, National 
Hispanic Scholar

Must select KU as No. 1 college 
choice with National Merit 
Scholarship Corp.

$40,000
($10,000 per year)*

30 KU hours 
3.4 GPA

Midwest Student 
Exchange Program**

24 ACT/1090 SAT
3.25 GPA/4.0 scale

$37,200 over 
four years 
($9,300 per year)*

30 KU hours 
3.4 GPA

KU Excellence 28 ACT/1250 SAT
3.5 GPA/4.0 scale

$37,200 over 
four years 
($9,300 per year)*

30 KU hours  
3.4 GPA

KU Distinction 25 ACT/1130 SAT
3.5 GPA/4.0 scale

$12,000
($3,000 per year)

30 KU hours  
3.4 GPA

KU Achievement 24 ACT/1090 SAT
3.75 GPA/4.0 scale

$8,000
($2,000 per year)

30 KU hours  
3.4 GPA

Jayhawk  
Generations

28 ACT/1250 SAT
3.5 GPA/4.0 scale

$37,200 over 
four years 
($9,300 per year)*

30 KU hours  
3.4 GPA

26-27 ACT/1170-
1210 SAT
3.5 GPA/4.0 scale

$17,200 over 
four years 
($4,300 per year)*

30 KU hours  
3.4 GPA

24-25 ACT/1090- 
1160 SAT
3.5 GPA/4.0 scale

$10,300 over 
four years 
($2,580 per year)*

30 KU hours  
3.4 GPA

About these 
Scholarships

▼

Midwest  
Student 

Exchange: 
You must live in

Illinois, Indiana,  
Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Nebraska, 

North Dakota, or 
Wisconsin. 

 

▼

Jayhawk 
Generations: 
You must have a 

parent, stepparent, 
grandparent,  

step-grandparent, or 
legal guardian who 
graduated from KU.

Kansas resident renewable Scholarships 

Scholarships on these two pages are available to eligible freshmen who enroll for the fall semester after completing high school. Most scholarships cannot be combined. Only domestic students are eligible for the scholarships on these two pages. 

nonresident renewable Scholarships 

*Must file the FAFSA by the 3/1 priority date each year.

Jayhawk Generations 
recipients with 
24-27 ACT scores 
and 3.5 GPAs also 
may be eligible for 
KU Distinction or 
KU Achievement 
scholarships.

*Partial tuition waiver.
**Eligible majors: African and African American Studies; American studies; astronomy; classics; dance; engineering physics; 
geology; health education/community health; humanities; journalism and mass communications; Latin American studies; 
music education; music therapy; petroleum engineering; physics; religious studies; Russian, East European and Eurasian 
studies; Slavic languages and literatures; visual arts education; or women’s studies.
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You’ve got the grades.
We’ve got the scholarships.

You’ll be considered for renewable scholarships  

if you submit a complete admission application by Nov. 1.

KU Scholarship 
Information
scholarships.ku.edu

Scholarships



Step 5
▼

All students, search for
outside scholarships. 

scholarships.ku.edu
fastweb.com

finaid.org

Step 6
▼

Wait for further  
instructions and aid  
information from the

federal government, KU, 
and outside agencies. 

Step 3
▼

File the FAFSA by March 1.
• Start by creating your personal  

ID number: pin.ed.gov
• Use your PIN on the FAFSA site: 

fafsa.gov
• Use KU’s federal school code:  

001948
Step 4

▼

Kansas students, apply  
for state aid by May 1. 

kansasregents.org

step 1 
▼

Review options for paying  
for college. Step 2

▼

Complete your admission 
application by Nov. 1.  

Turn in all required materials.

admissions.ku.edu/apply 
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Just take it
step by step.

What’s 
next

Financial Aid  
& Scholarships
affordability.ku.edu



How can I find out about scholarships or 
financial aid from sources outside KU?
Check with community organizations, churches, clubs, and 
employers. The state of Kansas offers scholarships and grants 
for its high school graduates. Internet searches can be helpful; 
be wary of non-governmental sites that require a fee.  
(The state of Kansas requires a minimal fee to apply for  
state-administered scholarships.)

affordability.ku.edu
kansasregents.org
fastweb.com
finaid.org

Can scholarships affect my eligibility  
for financial aid?
Yes, sometimes receiving an outside scholarship reduces your 
financial aid award. To avoid repaying some of your financial 
aid later, report all outside scholarships to the Financial Aid 
and Scholarships office as soon as you are notified of them.

Should I have completed my taxes before 
filing the FAFSA?
Don’t put off filing your FAFSA because your taxes aren’t 
ready. The FAFSA allows you to estimate your taxes and  
then correct your application online after your taxes  
have been filed.

Can my parents take out a loan to help me?
Yes. Parents of a dependent undergraduate may apply for 
a Federal Direct Parent Loan for Undergraduate Students 
(PLUS): loans.ku.edu
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Frequently Asked
Questions

FAQ

Financial Aid  
& Scholarships
affordability.ku.edu



We know how important this is, 
and we want to help. 
Here’s how to reach us. 

Financial Aid & Scholarships
785-864-4700

financialaid@ku.edu
affordability.ku.edu

Have you applied for admission yet?
Don’t put it off.

admissions.ku.edu/apply



Periodical postage 
paid at Lawrence, 
Kansas 66045

Financial Aid  
& Scholarships
affordability.ku.edu

Published by the Office of University 
Relations in cooperation with 
Financial Aid & Scholarships. This 
booklet is for institutional purposes 
only & does not constitute a contract. 
Tuition & fees are subject to change 
by the Kansas Board of Regents. 
The University of Kansas (USPS-
077-620) is published four times a 
year, monthly May through August, 
by the University of Kansas Office 
of University Relations, Wesley 
Building, 1314 Jayhawk Blvd., 
Lawrence, KS 66045-3176. Periodical 
postage paid at Lawrence, Kansas 
66045. Vol. 2012. No. 3. July 1, 2011.

Postmaster: Send address changes 
to The University of Kansas, Office 
of University Relations, Wesley 
Building, 1314 Jayhawk Blvd., 
Lawrence, KS 66045-7535.

110223 

Office of Admissions
KU Visitor Center
1502 Iowa St.
Lawrence, KS 66045-7576


